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WE ALL BLEED, LAUGH AND DIE 
Rev. John Iwohara 

 
Although many people tend to blur the differences between religions, there are, needless to say, many important differences.  
Perhaps one of the reasons for wanting to blur these differences is because wars can be caused and justified by differences in 
religious beliefs.  
 
Many people become confused, disappointed and disenchanted when confronted with the contradiction between religion as a 
vehicle that allows humanity to transcend individual limitations, allowing them to participate in a greater unity , versus religion 
that is used to justify and fuel the cruelty and brutality that we are also capable of and, unfortunately, we often express.  War 
and genocide is probably the most tragic example of what we are capable of. 
 
Religion, over its long and often beautiful history, has served as the great unifier of humanity because it has allowed 
individuals to see beyond their differences.  Being affiliated with any particular religious group, for example, allows one to feel 
a sense of community or belonging.  This is one of the great gifts that religion has to offer. 
 
It allows us to see that, to borrow the words of William Shakspeare, “If you prick us, do we not bleed?  If you tickle us, do we 
not laugh?   If you poison us, do we not die?  Unfortunately, these words from the play The Merchant of Venice were spoken 
from the heart of a character that wanted revenge, a desire that was intensified because of a difference in religious beliefs.   In 
this example we can see how the great gift of religion, to unify, can also be its greatest pitfall; the feeling of superiority and 
righteousness or the difference between “them” and the “us”.  In light of this, there seems to be some wisdom in blurring the 
differences between religious traditions.  Conventional wisdom, for example, would have us “never discuss  religion or 
politics”.  However, we also need to ask ourselves. “Do we really gain more than we lose by this silence?” 
 
Buddhism in general and Jodo Shinshu in particular, is especially careful in guarding against this trap of “them versus us” that 
can be heightened by religious differences.  For example, Shotoku Taishi (574-622)—perhaps the single most important person 
in making Japan a Buddhist country—stated in his Seventeen Article Constitution: “Article 10.  Serving ourselves from 
grudges and throwing away anger.  Do not become angry over the differences of people.  Everyone has a heart and every heart 
has a perspective.  If you say the other is right, then I become wrong:  you say I am right, the other becomes wrong.  I am not 
always the sage, and the other is not always the idiot:  we are both, together, just foolish beings (bonbu).  How is the truth of 
right and wrong to be established?  That we are, together, smart and stupid is similar to the earring which has no end.  With this, 
although we may become angry at other people, we should, instead, be fearful that we may be in error.  Although you may feel 
that you alone have gained (an insight into what is correct), you should follow the majority and do things together”. 
 
Shinran Shonin expresses a similar sentiment when is quoted as saying:  “Even if all other school (of Buddhism) may ridicule 
us by saying the Nembutsu is for the worthless people and that our doctrine is shallow and contemptible, we must avoid dispute 
and simply say, “We believe because we are taught that the poorly-gifted and illiterate people like us will be saved through our 
belief in the teachings.   This teaching may be contemptible to the highly gifted people, but for us, it is the highest teaching.  
Even if other teachings may be superior, we cannot bide by them since they are beyond our capacity.   Since the real intent of 
Buddhism is that both we and others should be freed from Samsara, please do not disturb us.  If we treat them thus, without 
spite, who would harm us?  Moreover, we should remember that there is a testimonial passage, “ Where there is a dispute 
various evil passions arise.  The wise, therefore, should avoid such an act.”  (Chapter 12 of the Tannisho, translation from the 
Ryukoku Translation Series, 1980) 

 
 ---------------------------------------------------------------- (Continued page 2) --------------------------------------------------------------- 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE WE ALL BLEED, LAUGH AND DIE 

(Continued from page 1) Dianne Belli 
  

Words like these are particularly refreshing in the West 
because they emphasize the tolerance of others.  Although 
it is true that the words like those quoted above can show 
us how to be more tolerant, this shows a Western bias:  “I 
am tolerant of you.”  Instead of showing us the virtues of 
tolerance, I believe that these and similar expressions are 
more interested in helping us to see our limitations.   

To Tweet or Not to Tweet… 

One of the critical issues that emerged at the Temple’s 
recent Long Range Planning Conference, led by Long 
Range Planning chair, Debbie Ching, and facilitator, Glenn 
Kawafuchi, was Technology/Communications.  To address 
this issue, a working group was created to create goals, 
objectives, strategies and plans for the Temple’s long 
range plan on the issue of technology and communication.  
In addition to the Technology/Communication working 
group, there are working groups for 
Acceptance/Diversity/Openness to All,  Facilities, 
Financial Stability, Jodo Shinshu, Leadership,  
Maintaining Traditions, Membership, Programs for All 
Ages, and Serving the Community.  

 
For example, at a funeral I attended all those who gathered 
were comforted by the fact that because of the dignity the 
recently deceased demonstrated at the last moments of life 
that his life was obviously graced with love of God.  The 
decedent’s Christian friends and relatives, upon hearing 
these words, could rest at ease knowing that they could 
perhaps meet again in heaven.  Even after death religion 
can become the great unifier. 
 

As discussed at the Long Range Planning Conference, 
technology is a means to the more important issue of 
communication.  How does the Temple communicate with 
our Sangha both within the Temple and outside?  How do 
we communicate among the different generations and in 
different languages?  Communication is the way to share 
the Dharma. 

In hearing these words, although I could sense the power 
behind them and how these words provided calm and 
comfort, I could not help but filled with doubts.  “When I 
die, what if I don’t go so gracefully?  Shinran Shonin’s 
death was also not that ideal.  What would be said about 
him?  Would that prove he was not graced by God?  
Would I?”  Fortunately, because the deceased did go with 
much dignity this never became an issue.  Unfortunately, 
on the other hand, it would seem that we may be forced to 
prove ourselves even in death. 

 
Today, communication at the Temple occurs in multiple 
and in reliable and sometimes previously unimaginable 
ways; the Gassho newsletter, flyers, letters, e-mail, phone 
trees, Yahoo groups, and just “hanging out.”  But “hanging 
out” doesn’t need to occur with people in the same room or 
space.  There are many options for social networking in 
which people don’t need to be in the same room, city, or 
time zone.  Among these newer social networking options 
are My Space, Facebook, and Twitter. 

 
In the Tannisho passage quoted above, Shinran Shonin 
makes a point of emphasizing  that we are “poorly gifted 
and illiterate people,” or people who are unable to prove 
ourselves.  Although Jodoshinshu does make a distinction 
between having shinjin and not having shinjin, this 
distinction is made only at the personal level and does not 
extend to the interpersonal.  We cannot, in other words, 
judge others.  Instead, we feel the responsibility of 
knowing that if I am not saved, the Amida Buddha has 
promised to renounce his Enlightenment, as well.  The 
tolerance that a Jodo Shinshu Buddhist should demonstrate, 
then, is not one of “I am tolerant of you,” but one based on 
a sense of  humility.  Again, quoting from the Tannisho:  
The master used to say, “When I carefully consider the 
Vow which Amida brought forth after five kalpas of 
contemplation, I find that it was solely for me, Shinran 
alone!  So how gracious is the Original Vow of Amida, 
who resolved to save me—possessed of so many karmic 
sins. 

 
About four years ago, Joe Belli threatened to get a My 
Space account and our daughter, Monica, just thought he 
was “weird,” because My Space was primarily for younger 
adults and certainly not something “Pa” could handle.  I 
signed up for Facebook a few months ago, just to learn 
about its capabilities. 
 
Another way that people communicate today is Twitter.  
Twitter is a free, social networking service in which people 
can post micro-blogs limited to 140 characters on the 
user’s page.   The micro-blogs are called “tweets.”  More 
and more people and agencies are using Twitter to  
   
------------------------ (Continued page 3) ----------------------  
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FUJINKAI NEWS 
Ethel Sato 

 
Okay Ladies: It’s that time again? Get your hair covers and 
aprons out. It’s festival time and wonton making is around 
the corner. “Already?” you say. Yes, and then Obon is just 
around the corner after that. Oh well, it is time to catch up 
on gossip and the fun doings of our children and 
grandchildren. 
 
Thank you everyone for your yummy food donations for 
the pot luck get-together for the Matsubayashis. Venice 
always has the most and best food!! And also for the salads, 
etc., for Gotanye.  
 
And Obon is around the corner—more food and fun!! 
 

                          

 
 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

(Continued from page 2) 
 
communicate.  For example, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention utilized Twitter in communicating 
information about the H1N1 (swine) flu.  President Barack 
Obama is on Twitter. The Lakers use Twitter. 
 
So if I were on Twitter, what would a 140 character 
“tweet” look like? 
 
“Thank you to Debbie and Glenn for a wildly successful 
Long Range Planning Conference.  Looking forward to the 
next 50 years.” 
 
“Temple’s 50th Anniversary celebration launched with 
unearthing of time capsule. Thanks to all who dug, dug, 
dug.  Thanks to Barbara.” 
 
“Thank you to Sensei, for spearheading the altar repair; 
thank you to Kenji for leading the fundraising. Altar due 
back in February 2010.” 
 
To tweet or not to tweet…we probably have no choice if 
we want to communicate the Dharma. 
 
 

ABA NEWS 
 

On May 3rd, our ABA held another successful Country 
Style Breakfast which we served over 380 plates.  Each 
meal consisted of delicious fried rice, scramble eggs, ham 
and potatoes.  A well balanced meal for all. 
 
Preparations for our Famous Chicken Teriyaki plates were 
in progress for the Venice Japanese Community Center 
Festival, at Gassho press time.  We anticipate serving some 
1,500 – 1,600 plates at the event.  Then we will begin the 
process all over again for our Obon Festival on July 18 & 
19th. 
 
Our ABA has scheduled it’s annual Appreciation Dinner 
for August 15th.  This is a “thank you” event for all the 
hard work and contribution made by all in behalf of the 
ABA.  
 
On October 17, 2009 the Gardena, Nishi Hongwanji, 
Orange County and Venice ABA organizations will hold a 
“Murder Mystery Event” from 5 – 8:30 p.m. at the Nishi 
Hongwanji Temple.  Cost is $25 for members and $30 for 
non member.  Contact Joe Belli for further information. 
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LONG RANGE PLANNING UPDATE 

Debbie Ching 
 

 
Adeptly facilitated by consultant Glenn Kawafuchi, the 
conference allowed participants to build stronger 
connections across our Sangha, and share our dreams and 
hopes for the Temple in the next three, five, ten and even 
fifty years. Conference participants identified key issues 
and priority areas important to the future of the Temple. 
Under the umbrella of the Long Range Planning (LRP) 
Committee, working groups that focus on each area will 
convene post-conference meetings to explore those issues 
and priorities in greater depth. The current working groups 
and leads are 1) Overarching Issues (Debbie Ching), 2) 
Acceptance/Diversity (Patti Heyl), 3) Facilities (Mark 
Mayeda), 4) Financial Stability (Debbie Ching), 5) Jodo 
Shinshu (Richard Modiano), 6) Leadership (Tom 
Yamaguchi), 7) Maintain Traditions (Ethel Sato), 8) 
Membership (Joe Belli), 9) Programs for All (Laurie 
Amano), 10) Community Service (Gail Sharp), and 11) 
Technology (Carey Tokirio). 
 
 
In the fall, based on the work of these working groups, the 
LRP Committee plans to present to the Temple Board 
specific goals and objectives that will capture the spirit and 
intent of the Sangha’s vision for the future. Ultimately, a 
set of goals and objectives will be adopted as Venice 
Hongwanji Buddhist Temple’s long range strategic plan 
that will guide our activities in the years to come. If you’re 
interested in joining a working group, please contact the 
leads or Debbie Ching, 310 748-7940, 
dfching@earthlink.net.  Everyone is welcome! 
 
 

SANGHA TEENS 
 
Sangha teens have been very active lately. On May 16th 
they attended the Orange County Buddhist Church’s 
Casino Night. There, they got to play casino games while 
interacting with other young Buddhists their age.  
 
During the summer, Sangha teens will be in charge of the 
Snow cone booth at the Venice Obon Festival. Drinks, 
snow cones, and baked goods will be sold in that booth. 
Come support Venice Sangha teens! On June 6th Venice is 
planning a night of ‘Summer Fun’ with the West Los 
Angeles Buddhist Temple Sangha teens. I’m sure that this 
will be fun event! 
 

 
 
 

 
BUDDHIST EDUCATION 

COMMITTEE NEWS 
 
 
Readers may have noticed that the Buddhist Education 
Committee has departed from its usual programs. We 
haven’t scheduled an interfaith visit nor an inter-
generational activity this year. Instead, we’re preparing for 
the Temple’s 50th Anniversary celebration next year by 
sponsoring a short documentary film about the Temple’s 
history.  
 
 
Documentary filmmaker Stefanie Ritoper and temple 
member and YABA president Eric Yamamoto are in 
charge of the production. They’ve already interviewed 
several long-term and new Temple members, including 
past minister Rev. George Matsubayashi, and last April 
they filmed a segment called “Sharing Our Stories” with 
about 20 participants.  By this time next year we hope to 
have the documentary ready for viewing.  
 
 
 
BEC did hold its Spring Ohgan Book Club facilitated by 
Rinban Kenshin Fujimoto of the San Jose Betsuin. Rev. 
Fujimoto led a discussion that compared the two versions of 
the Jinen Honisho found in the Wasan the Mattosho. It was 
a difficult but rewarding topic. For the Autumn Ohigan 
Book Club Rev. Patti Usuki of San Fernando will lead a 
discussion on her book Currents of Change.  
 
 
 
Finally, the poet and Buddhist scholar Gary Gach held a 
haiku writing workshop last March. Here are some of the 
poems: 

 
The porcelain elephant 

Grazes silently 
Under the lone blue sky 

 
Cole Kurashige 

 
 

Watching 
Ignoring 

Keeping Quiet 
 

Rev. John Iwohara 
 
 

 

mailto:dfching@earthlink.net
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DHARMA SCHOOL NEWS 
 

Dharma School’s first major event of 2009 was our 2nd 
Annual Scout Sunday!  There were 8 Cub Scouts, 9 Boy 
Scouts, 11 Girl Scouts, and 6 Leaders in attendance.  
Everyone enjoyed learning about Pack 79 and Troop 532’s 
50th Anniversary Projects and all of the yummy snacks!  
Thanks to Judy Hopfield for coordinating this event!   

 
 

On March 14th we hosted Family Fun Night at El Dorado 
Bowl.  We had 22 bowlers of all ages.  Dharma School 
Students- Toni Tokirio, Casey Uematsu, and Morgan Gee 
earned prizes for their great bowling.  After bowling, we 
went back to the temple to enjoy good food and pass out 
door prizes.  Thank you to everyone who donated food and 
prizes!  Also thank you to Tom Yamaguchi and Mrs. Sato 
for planning this event!   

 
 

We had Dharma School Open House on April 19th. This 
year Dharma School Parents were invited to join their 
children in their Dharma School Classes.  All of the 
parents and students in attendance seemed to have a great 
time!  We look forward to trying this format again in the 
future!  Thanks to Shawn Heyl for coordinating this event!   

 
 

 On Sunday May 10th Dharma School Staff hosted 
Mother’s Day Service and Lunch.  Thanks to everyone 
who prepared the lunch, came to eat the lunch and 
especially those who helped clean it up.  Mother’s Day is 
always a very special service.  Thank you to Julia Ueda for 
coordinating!   

 
 

We look forward to seeing new and old friends at Obon!  
Have a great Summer!  

  
 
 

VENICE JR. YBA NOTES 
by Ryan Cohen 

 
As the school year winds down, we would like to extend 
our congratulations to graduating seniors Amanda Chen, 
Ryan Cohen and Gregory Yamaguchi.  We will miss them 
and we wish them much success in college. President Greg 
and Vice President Amanda did a great job leading the 
Venice Jr. YBA this year. 
 
-------------------- (Continued next column) ------------------- 
 

 
VENICE JR. YBA NOTES 
(Continued from previous column) 

 
Some of our highlights included Southern District 
Volleyball, our every popular yard sale, Venice Temple  
Family Fun night (bowling), family service with 
Matsubayashi Sensei and attending the various seminars 
with the other temples. Our final events for this year will 
be a trip to Disneyland and Southern District Conference. 
 
 
All of our members are resting up for our upcoming 
DANGO- FEST.  We will be making our delicious dango 
the Venice Japanese Community Center Festival and 
Venice Obon.  Please come by our booths and visit us. 
 
 
The Jr. YBA members would like to thank the Temple and 
all the people who tirelessly supported our organization. 
With your help, we were able to have a great year. Thank 
you! 
 
 
 

GIRL SCOUT TROOP 532 NEWS 
 

2009 GIRL SCOUT COOKIE SALE 
By Sydney Hongo, 6th grade 

 
 
A few months ago, troop 532 was selling Girl Scout 
cookies.  The outcome of the sales was 7,437 boxes.  They 
sold their cookies at several places, such as Albertson 
Market, Mar Vista Post Office, CVS, Satsuma, Safe & 
Save, Vons Market, Ralphs Market, Centinela Pet Store 
and the Venice sushi sale.  Each girl’s goal was to sell at 
least 100 boxes and 85.41% reached their goal (41 scouts). 
93.75% sold over 90 boxes (45 scouts).  
 
 
The top sellers were Kayla Perez (401), Terumi Yahata 
(393), Kellianne Nugent (262), Kaitlin Dunlevy (252), and 
Halle Maeda (244).   Selling cookies was a great 
experience that taught me patience and how to be a good 
seller.  
 
Café de leche was one of the new cookies for this year that 
seemed to be a hit, although the usual favorites such as 
Thin Mints, Samoas and Tagalongs did well too.  I hope 
we are able to use the money that we made from the 
cookie sale to do something exciting with the troop.  
 
---------------------- (Continued page 6) ------------------------ 
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GIRL SCOUT TROOP 532 NEWS 

(Continued from page 5) 
 

 
CUB SCOUT PACK 79 NEWS 

(Continued from previous column) 

                                
BROWNIE/JUNIOR SLEEPOVER 

By Terumi Yahata, 9th grade 
 
On March 27, 2009, the first-year Senior Girl Scouts held a 
sleepover for the Brownies and Juniors. We had many 
activities for them, which included tie dying, making 
s’mores and learning how to set up a tent. Kaitlin Dunlevy 
was in charge of the s’mores, Shawn Heyl took care of 
setting up the tents and Shelby Yamada and Terumi Yahata 
were in charge of tie-dying. For the tie dying, not all of the 
girls had brought a shirt they could dirty with the dye, so 
we made aprons out of trash bags for them. Don’t worry, 
the bags were clean. After all the activities, we set up our 
sleeping bags, served popcorn and watched a movie. In the 
morning, we ate a hearty breakfast of cereal, fruit and toast. 
All in all, it was a very successful sleepover and I’m sure 
that all the girls had fun. 
 
 
Note from leader Judy Hopfield:  The first-year senior girls 
did an excellent job in taking charge of this sleepover.  
They were dependable and organized, and they showed 
great leadership and adaptability  (I saw them come up with 
great “on-the-spot” ideas when little gliches came up)  I 
love these kind of events, because it gives the older girls a 
chance to meet the challenges of being a leader! 
 
 

CUB SCOUT PACK 79 NEWS 
Ernie Bucher, Cubmaster 

 
World famous Pack 79 is doing what it can to keep the 
good times coming. 
 
February: 
As is Cub Scout tradition we had our Blue & Gold dinner 
celebrating the anniversary of Scouting in America. The 
Boy Scouts have been active since 1910 and Cub Scouts 
has been active since 1930, which makes Cub Scouting 79 
years old. So I figure with scouting being 79 years old this 
must be the year of Pack 79. The Blue & Gold dinner was a 
wonderful success with over 180 Cubs and parents 
attending the event. The Cubs received awards for their 
hard work and everyone got to enjoy the dinner, which was 
catered from IL Forno. A big thanks goes to Keiko 
Nakashima, Jasmine & Craig Jaffe, Rosi & David Kent and 
all the parents of Den 5 for making this year’s Blue & Gold 
dinner a terrific event. 
 
-------------------- (Continued next column) ------------------- 

I would be re-miss if I didn’t mention and give thanks to 
Joe & Dianne Belli for again hosting the Pinewood Derby 
car workshop. Year after year the Belli’s have opened the 
garage to the scouts and every year some fast good, looking 
cars are created. Thanks Joe & Dianne, once again the 
Belli’s help make the Pinewood Derby the special event 
that the boys and dads all look forward to. 
 
March: 
Well what do you think I am going to talk about  
“Pinewood Derby” of course! This year’s Pinewood Derby 
was great hosted by the junior Webelos of Den 4, the fine 
folks of Den 4 had the daunting task of having around 70 
cars entered into the event. Each car gets to run 6 heat races 
that way each car has an opportunity to run on each lane of 
the track ensuring fairness. So if you do the math 70 cars 
times 6 heats means we had a long night, but as late as it 
got the kids were going strong through the final race so I 
know the boys will be looking forward to next year’s race. 
 
Just because we don’t have enough to do we picked up trout 
eggs from the department of fish & game again this year. 
We went up to the trout hatchery in Fillmore and picked up 
around 300 fertilized trout eggs and deposited them into the 
tank at the Temple. By the end of the first week our trout 
eggs had hatched and we had a tank full of Alevins and by 
the end of the month our Alevins had buttoned up and 
became Fry. If everything goes well we will hopefully be 
releasing a little over 200 baby trout sometime in June. 
 
Scouting for food was a big success this year’s Scouting for 
food was conducted at Ralph’s market at Lincoln & 
Maxella in Marina del Rey where we collect enough food to 
completely fill 2 pallets. I am told that amounts to nearly 2 
tons of food, which we delivered to the Westside Food 
Bank along with a respectable amount of cash that was 
donated to the Scouts by some of the nice people that 
wanted to help out. A big thanks to all the folks in Den 1 
for setting up and running a very successful food drive. 
 
A highlight to any Cub Scout’s year is the Spring Campout 
and this year’s campout was a blast. As usual Pack 79 had a 
great time camping out at Leo Carrillo State Park. We set-
up our rope bridge which the kids really enjoyed crossing 
over and over again, we caught lizards, we went hiking up 
to the scenic vista, we hiked in the dark to the beach on 
Friday night, we learned knot tying and orienteering, we 
played on the beach, we had a huge camp fire on Saturday 
night and did skits and somebody had a decent Pirate story  
 
--------------------- (Continued page 6) ------------------------ 
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CUB SCOUT PACK 79 NEWS 

(Continued from page 6) 
 
to tell. I love the Pack campouts, we all get to spend time 
with each other and everyone comes back better friends 
than they were before. 
 
 
April: 
The big event for Pack 79 every year is Camporee and the 
lead up to this year’s Camporee was a big one because we 
were going into the Camporee as the 2 time defending 
Champions. Well the boys from Pack 79 came through in 
style. Not only did they win the Webelos division to 
become the first Pack to 3-peat they swept the competition 
by winning first, second and third place. I am really proud 
of our boys, they worked harder and our performed all the 
other Webelos at the event, they deserve the title of 
Camporee Champs, they earned it! 
 
 
May: 
May means fishing in Pack 79 on the “Betty O” out of 
Marina Del Rey harbor. Every year Captain Mike shows us 
a good time fishing in Santa Monica Bay and time and 
again the Mackerel show up to entertain the boys and 
parents in fact it about time we made the Pacific Green 
Mackerel the official fish of World Famous Pack 79. Once  
again every kid caught at least a couple fish and had a good 
time going fishing with his friends. 
 
 
June: 
Graduation time. At this year’s graduation all 15 boys from 
Den 5 graduated with the “Arrow of Light” which is the 
highest rank badge there is in Cub Scouting and the only 
badge they can wear as Boy Scouts. As is tradition with 
Pack 79 the graduating Den has left behind a gift to the 
Pack, Den 5 built a bridge for the pack to use at future 
Graduation/Bridging events, we hope the bridge brings 
good fortune to all the members of the Pack for many years 
to come.  A big thanks to the folks from Den 1 for 
organizing a fantastic graduation event, every time Den 1 is 
in charge of an event it’s done right. 
 
 
Events Coming up: 

 
1. VJCC Festival June 20th & 21st  
2. Obon Festival July 18th & 19th  
3. Recruiting Picnic in September date to be 

announced. 
 
 
 

 



Venice Hongwanji’s 
OBON FESTIVAL IS HERE AGAIN!!! 

July 18 & 19, 2009 
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2009 CALENDAR OF MAJOR SERVICES & ACTIVITIES 

 
JULY, 2009 

 
     11 VENICE OBON FESTIVAL SETUP 
19-20 VENICE OBON FESTIVAL 
     21 OBON CLEAN UP – 7 P.M. 
     26    VENICE OBON/HATSUBON FAMILY SERVICE – 10 A.M. 
31-8/2 BCA NEMBUTSU CAMPOREE 

 
 

AUGUST, 2009 
 

   2–8 LABCC SUMMER CAMP 
       9 “A” BOMB MEMORIAL SERVICE – 9:30 A.M.   
     15 ABA APPRECIATION DINNER 
11-20    BCA MINSTER’S ASSN. FUKEN  (Summer Seminar) 
29-30 JR YBA CONFERENCE – Nishi Hongwanji 
 

 
SEPTEMBER. 2009 

 
12 ABA MEMORIAL SERVICE – 7:30 P.M. 
13 DHARMA SCHOOL “SUNDAE SUNDAY”, 9:30 A.M. 
20 FALL OHIGAN SERVICE – 10 AA.M. 
27 CHICKEN TERIYAKI FUND RAISER 

 
OCTOBER, 2009 

 
  3 FALL TEMPLE CLEAN UP – 8 A.M. 

       10 BUKKYOKAI PARKING LOT SALE 
       11  DHARMA SCHOOL PICNIC 
       17 FUJINKAI ESHINNI SAMA MEMORIAL SERVICE – 7:30 P.M. 
       25 DHARMA SCHOOL HALLOWEEN PARTY 
 

 
NOVEMBER, 2009 

 
        8 EITAIKYO SERVICE – 10 A.M. 
      14 ABA STEAK FEAST & BINGO NIGHT – 5:30 P.M. 

 
DECEMBER, 2009 

 
        5 MOCHI TSUKI EQUIPMENT SET UP – 8 A.M. 
      11   MOCHI TSUKI TEMPLE SET UP – 7 P.M. 
      12 MOCHI TSUKI – 10 A.M. 
      13 MOCHI TSUKI & CLEAN UP 7:30 - A.M. 
      20 OSEIBO FAMILY APPRECIATION SERVICE – 10 A.M. 
      30   JOYA-E END OF YEAR SERVICE – 7:30 P.M. 
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2009 CALENDAR OF MAJOR SERVICES & ACTIVITIES 

 
REGULARLY SCHEDULED SERVICES & MEETINGS 

 
• DAILY MORNING SERVICE – Everyday except Wednesday, 9:30 A.M. 
• JOREI FUKYO – Monthly Japanese Language Service.  First Sunday of each month – 1:30 p.m. 
• MONTHLY TSUKI MEINICHI SERVICE-Fourth Saturday of each month - 9:30 A.M. 
• MEINICHIKO SERVICE – 16TH of each month, 7:30 A.M. 
• FAMILY DHARMA SERVICE – Sundays 9:30 A.M. 
 Student Dharma School Classes & Adult Service – Immediately following Family Dharma Service 
 High School Student Class – First Sunday of each month following Family Dharma Service 
• TEMPLE BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING – First Friday of each month, 7:30 P.M. 
• BUDDHIST WOMENS ASSN. (FUJINKAI) MEETING – Tuesday following Temple Board meeting 
• DHARMA SCHOOL STAFF MEETING – First Sunday of each month, 8:30 A.M. 
• ABA MEETING – 2ND Tuesday following Temple Board Meeting, 7:30 P.M. 
• YABA MEETING – Every Wednesday, 7:30 P.M. 
• JR. YBA MEETING – First Sunday of each month after Family Dharma Service 
• SANGHA TEEN MEETING – Second Sunday of each month after Family Dharma Service 
• TAI CHI CLASS – Every Tuesday, 10 A.M. 

 
2009 OBON ODORI SCHEDULE 

 
JUNE 
  27 SENSHIN BUDDHIST TEMPLE – 7:30 P.M. 
  27  WEST COVINA BUDDHIST TEMPLE – 7:00 P.M. 
 
JULY 
4 & 5 SAN FERNANDO VALLEY HONGWANJI BUDDHIST TEMPLE – 6:30 P.M. 

11 OXNARD BUDDHIST TEMPLE – 6:00 P.M. & 8:00 P.M. 
11 & 12  LOS ANGELES HONGWANJI BUDDHIST TEMPLE – 6:30 P.M. 
18 & 19  PASADENA BUDDHIST CHURCH – 7:00 P.M. 
18 & 19  VENICE HONGWANJI BUDDHIST TEMPLE – 6:30 P.M. 
18 & 19  ORANGE COUNTY BUDDHIST CHURCH – 7:00 P.M. 
   19  GUADALUPE BUDDHIST CHURCH – 12 NOON 
25 & 26  WEST LOS ANGELES BUDDHIST TEMPLE – 6:30 P.M. 
25 & 26  VISTA BUDDHIST TEMPLE – 7:00 P.,M. 
25 & 26  HIGASHI HONGANJI BUDDHIST TEMPLE – 6:30 P.M. 
 
AUGUST 
   1 BUDDHIST TEMPLE OF SAN DIEGO – 5:30 P.M. 
   1 SAN LUIS OBISPO BUDDHIST TEMPLE – 7:00 P.M. 
 1 & 2 GARDENA BUDDHIST CHURCH – 6:00 P.M. 
    8 LAS VEGAS SANGHA * (Date & time unconfirmed) 
 
 
VENICE HONGWANJI BUDDHIST TEMPLE 

OBON FESTIVAL   JULY 18 & 19, 2009 

 


	SANGHA TEENS



